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Pentecost, the Seventh Month; then the occasional offices, for Mar- 
riage and Circumcision and for Burial. With the exception of a few 
extracts in Heidenheim these occasional offices are published for the 
first time. 

The reviewer has looked up several hymns given in Heidenheim's 
and Gesenius' texts and has found them all in Cowley's edition. He 
judges, therefore, that this new work includes substantially the elder 
material and at the same time manifold more that has not been pub- 
lished. In the brief comparisons he has been able to make, the earlier 
editors do not appear to have been as much amiss in their readings as he 
had supposed. The hymns are full of difficulties which the textual 
transmission has only exaggerated. It might have been useful if Cow- 
ley had indicated those hymns published by him which have been edited 
elsewhere, so that the student who is not au fait with the whole of the 
literature might turn to the older commentaries. 

Mr. Cowley has performed a most painstaking task for which great 
gratitude is due him. By presenting a definitive text of the liturgy he 
has tremendously eased the labors of those who are interested in Samari- 
tan subjects and gives them the means for further research. 

James A. Montgomery 
Philadelphia Divinity School 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



VIOLET'S EDITION OF IV EZRA 

The eighteenth volume of the series called "The Greek-Christian 
Authors of the First Three Centuries" (Die griechischen Christlichen 
Schriftsteller der ersten drei Jahrhunderte) places IV Ezra in the cate- 
gory of Greek productions and of Christian origin. 1 In its present form 
the so-called Ezra-Apocalypse is certainly Jewish-Christian in its 
contents, with the Jewish element largely preponderating; but the work 
exists only in Latin manuscripts and in others for the most part surely 
derived from Latin. It is the firm conviction of Dr. Violet, as of most 
other authorities on the subject, that the Fourth Book of Ezra must 
have existed in Greek, from which it was rendered into Latin and pos- 
sibly into other tongues. 

1 Die Esra-Apokalypse (IV Esra). Erster Teil, Die Ueberlieferung, herausgegeben 
im Auftrage der Kirchenvater Commission der Konigl. Preussischen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, von Lie. Dr. Bruno Violet, Pfarrer an der Thaborkirche in 
Berlin. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1910. lxiv+446 pages. M. 17.50. 
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Up to the present time, however, in spite of the gradual increase of 
other textual material, there is no scrap of a Greek manuscript. Yet 
there are many signs of a Greek text behind the versions. To quote 
an example: In the Apos. Const, viii. 7 there occurs the phrase "truth 
abides forever," a citation from IV Ezra 8:23. In the two groups of 
Latin manuscripts into which all now known are easily divided, we have 
in the French group Veritas testificatur, and in the Spanish group Veritas 
testificata est. Manifestly we have a variation easily explained as the 
rendering of different translators. Of the two Arabic MSS, one identi- 
fied with the great name of Ewald, the other discovered and published by 
Gildemeister in 1877, the latter is deemed by its editor and by Dr. Violet 
to show evidences that it has come directly from a Greek original. These 
two Arabic versions in a German translation are printed in full in the 
volume before us, and their many differences are easily explained on the 
assumption that one is based on the Latin text and the other on an 
assumed Greek original. 

But it is persistently claimed by scholars like Wellhausen, Gunkel, 
and others that the Ezra-Apocalypse was written in Hebrew or Aramaic 
by its author or authors. Dr. Violet accepts this hypothesis confidently, 
and expresses the hope that a Hebrew MS may yet be recovered. He 
does not, however, adduce any evidence to support the contention, and 
even doubts the force of arguments which he quotes from Gunkel. 
The fact is that evidence is hardly forthcoming as yet. The present 
texts and versions appear to be translations from the Greek. Without 
a fragment of that text in existence, it is manifestly only a conjecture 
that the lost Greek itself is but a translation. Apparently much hope 
is based upon the case of Sirach, of which a part of the Hebrew original 
has been recovered. 

The Ezra-Apocalypse appears in the Vulgate and in the authorized 
and English revised versions as II Esdras. In this edition the work 
contains 16 chapters. Of these only chaps. 3-14 are the real Apocalypse, 
the rest being accretions. In some of the MSS these 12 chapters appear 
as a complete book, having various titles, the most consistent being 
IV Esdras, the title adopted by Bensly and James in their edition of 
the Latin text published in 1895. The Vulgate text lacks a long section, 
7:36-105, which was discovered and published by Bensly in 1875 an( i 
is incorporated in the English Revised Version. 

This large volume is but the first half of Dr. Violet's contribution to 
this apocryphal treatise. Yet it comprehends a large amount of material. 
In the introduction we have an account of all the known MSS, of which 
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there are seven in Latin; then there are the Syriac, the Ethiopic, the 
two Arabic (besides some fragments), the Armenian, and the Sahidic 
translations, and traces of a Georgian version. We find here by far the 
fullest information about these important MSS, and the author gives 
in every case some estimate of their origin and value. 

In the major part we have the various texts in parallel columns, the 
Syriac Ethiopic, the two Arabic in German, the Armenian in Latin. 
There are copious notes, admirably arranged, so that the comments 
on the different texts are easily discerned. In the notes on the Latin 
text the variant readings of the MSS are cited with apparent fulness, 
so that we have here an edition of the text which practically supersedes 
all others; for nowhere else can be found such wealth of material. Vir- 
tually every known witness is brought to the stand in these pages. 

In an appendix may be found a well-arranged list of the quotations 
from IV Ezra, of which there are strangely but three in Greek sources, 
while 21 are found in Latin works. Incidentally it may be said that 
this fact suggests that if the work ever existed in Greek, it made little 
impression upon the Greek writers, but very much upon the Latin 
authors. Here we find also printed in full the oldest introduction to 
IV Ezra from the Codex Legionensis. 

In his preface the author gives generous praise to the publishers. 
They have earned commendation, for the printing of a book of this 
kind is a big task, and the form leaves little to be desired. 

L. W. Batten 
St. Mark's Church 
New York City 



THE ETHICAL ELEMENT IN JESUS' TEACHING 1 

We need more books to present and interpret the teachings of Jesus 
as they pertain to character and conduct. Wendt's masterly work 
on the Teaching of Jesus 2 gives some attention to this element in his 
message, but is chiefly concerned with the religious and messianic 
element. The theological interest in Jesus has been so strong through 
the centuries as to overshadow the ethical interest in him, and the 

1 The Ethics of Jesus. By President Henry Churchill King, D.D., LL.D. [The 
William Belden Noble Lectures, 1909.] New York: Macmillan, 1910. 293 pages. 
$1.30. 

The Ethic of Jesus according to the Synoptic Gospels. By Rev. James Stalker, 
M.A., D.D. New York: Armstrong, 1909. 403 pages. $1.75. 

' Die Lehre Jesu, 2. Aufl., 1901; English translation from first German edition, 
1892. 



